
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bringing Our Gifts as Worship 

     Beginning Sunday, September 2nd 

we will be bringing back an element of 

worship to our service to more fully 

live out our membership vows. Each 

week when you arrive you will receive 

an envolope like the one pictured to 

the right. You can fill it out indicating if 

a monetary donation is inside as well 

as what ways you’ll be giving your 

presence and service throughout the 

week. There’s also a place to share 

your prayers and your witness with me. Then during the 3rd praise song, we will all bring our 

envolopes forward to offer our prayers, prensence, gifts, service, and witness to God, laying 

them down at the alter. If it’s difficult to come forward or you’d just rather stay in your seat, 

no problem! Just hand your envelope to your nieghbor or someone else as they pass by. You 

can also drop it in the basket up front on your way to your seat before worship begins. We can 

work together to offer our gifts to God! 

     Not only will our giving back to God once again be part of our worship service, but this will 

also be a more visitor friendly and intentional way of giving our offering. I’m particularly 

excited because it will help me know what’s going on in your life even when we don’t get a 

chance to chat after worship. It will take a few weeks for us all to get used to this added 

element of worship but with practice I know it will be become a meaningful part of our service 

each week.  

     As we head into a new school year, I hope this improvement to our worship will help us all 

remember that we can lay our whole lives down as an offering to God; giving God each day, 

each moment, and allow God to use us to build up the Kingdom! Blessings on you and your 

families! As always please be praying for me as I pray for you!         Grace & Peace, Pastor Corey 
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Fall Event Calendar 

SEPTEMBER 

Thursday, September 6 – 6pm Dinner Church Sing-a-long (bring your requests!) 

Sunday, September 9 – 10am Blessing of the Backpacks 

Thursday, September 13 – 5pm Free Community Dinner 

Sunday, September 16 – Starting church-wide study: Unafraid by Adam Hamilton 

  – 4pm Healing Meditation service 

Saturday, September 22 – 8:30am to 12pm Leadership Retreat 

Thursday, September 27 – 3pm to 5pm Free Laundry at laundromat on Main St. 

     - 5pm Free Community Dinner 

Saturday, September 29 – 8am Men’s Breakfast 

Sunday, September 30 – 2pm Blessing of the Animals 
 

OCTOBER 

Thursday, October 4 - 6pm Dinner Church Sing-a-long (bring your requests!)  

Thursday, October 11 - 5pm Free Community Dinner 

Sunday, October 21 – 4pm Healing Meditation service 

Thursday, October 25 – 3pm to 5pm Free Laundry at laundromat on Main St. 

– 5pm Free Community Dinner 

Saturday, October 27 – 8am Men’s Breakfast 

            – Fall Festival at the TRA 

Sunday, October 28 – 11:30 Harvest Dinner Potluck! 

         – 3pm to 5pm Community Halloween Party 
 

NOVEMBER 

Thursday, November 1 – 6pm Dinner Church Sing-a-long (bring your requests!) 

Thursday, November 8 – 5pm Free Community Dinner 

Saturday, November 17 – 10am Annual Church Conference (WPUMC hosting) 

Thursday, November 22 – 12pm Free Thanksgiving Dinner 

Saturday, November 24 – 8am Men’s Breakfast  

       – 4pm Decorating Party! 

Sunday, November 25 – 10am Hanging of the Greens Worship 



   Twice Monthly Community Dinner  

  Join us the 2nd and last Thursday of 
every month, 5:00pm-6:30pm for a  
hearty dinner, free and open to the 
public! Everyone is welcome! 
Please help spread the word that 
we are now serving a free meal 
twice a month and come lend a 
hand when you’re able! 
 

Join us the 2nd and last Thursday of 
every month, 5:00pm-6:30pm for a  
hearty dinner, free and open to the 

public! Everyone is welcome! 
Please help spread the word that 
we are now serving a free meal 
twice a month and come lend a 

hand when you’re able! 
 

Sunday School Begins Sept. 9th! 
All kids have a place here at WPUMC! 
Ages newborn to 3 are welcomed in 

our staffed nursery beginning at 
9:30am. After the children’s time in 
worship kids age 4 through 5th grade 

are invited upstairs for Sunday 
School. Junior Youth Group for 

grades 6th – 8th will be meeting every-
other Wednesday at 6pm. 

New! Seasonal Potluck Lunches 
Let’s eat! During each season 

we’ll announce a church 
potluck Sunday when we can 

share lunch together after 
worship. The first will be on 

Sunday, October 28th. Bring a 
dish to pass and/or your 

appetite! We always have 
enough! Come and be fed! 

Sunday, September 30th at 2pm 
Bring any animal, a picture, or 

their favorite toy to be blessed. 
We’ll gather at 2pm on the 
front lawn of the church.  

Open to people and pets of all 
faiths! 



Our Members in Mission 
 

     Recently, nine members from 

WPUMC went on a two-day mission 

trip to Mission Central in 

Mechanicsburg, PA. Victoria Swatloski 

shares a note on their experience: 

     “Mission Central is AMAZING!  If 

anyone ever doubts that God does 

provide, they need to take a tour and 

spend a day serving there! 

We would all like to give a big thank 

you to Toni Bartschi for providing us with wonderful meals for breakfast and lunch 

both days.  Victoria and Wayne drove, and Nancy provided traveling music that we 

all sang along to! 

     First, we were given a tour of the warehouse, and shown the variety of 

ministries supported and housed there... our tour guide shared "God Moments" 

for each of the areas and missions. 

     Then, we got to work!  The first day, having arrived later than planned (thank 

you NY road construction!) our entire team worked checking and putting together 

school supply sets for UMCOR. 

     We spent the night at a wonderful house owned and rented by the local 

Presbyterian Church. 

     Day two, Nancy volunteered to clean and Lisa volunteered to work outside so 

they were both here, there and everywhere! The rest of the team got back to work 

on the school supplies kits. Over the two hours Wednesday, and full day Thursday, 

our team put together 900 school supplies kits!  And, the offices, lobby, kitchen 

and bathrooms positively shined from Nancy's hard work, and Lisa made the yard 

beautiful! It was a wonderful stewardship opportunity, and the entire group 

agrees that next time, we want to have another day at Mission Central so we can 

do more!” 

 



Letters from Camp 
 

This year through your generosity and faithful giving we sent 5 kids to camp 

all expenses paid! Here are some reflections from three of our kids who attended 

these camps for the first time: 

Chloe Mulcahy age 7 writes: “This 

summer I went to Camp Casowasco.  It was 

fun.  I went with Alice and Emma and I met 

lots of new friends.  There was even fun 

activities like swimming, wagon rides, and we 

got to have a dance party, a big one.  Our 

counselors would put on shows.  One time 

they sang The Greatest Showman.  I lost my 

tooth on the first night.   I recognized some of 

the songs and Bible stories from church!  We 

read the Bible each and every day and we had 

FOB (Feet On Bunk) time after lunch so that 

we could write letters to our parents and rest.  I feel like going again next year.”   

Emma Dye age 7 writes: "I had a great time at camp. We read the Bible every 

day. We went swimming every day and did fun crafts. I loved going with my friends 

and meeting new friends. I plan on going next year" 

    Cassidy Pado age 11 writes: “In the end of July 

I went to church camp at Sky Lake. Before camp I 

felt really nervous about making friends but 

what I like about it was that (since I’m a shy 

person) everybody came to me and I didn’t even 

have to ask if they wanted to sit by me. One 

thing I learned was to be closer to God through 

Faith 5. That is, Roses & Thorns (2 good things 

about your day and 1 bad), next listen to a [Bible] story, then talk about it, then 

bless each other, and pray. This is what I learned and liked about camp.”  



Update From Your Leadership Team 

     Continue to be in prayer for the leadership team as we discern God’s vision and 

guidance for our church! We will be going on a one-day retreat together on 

Saturday, September 22 to prayerfully do some long-term planning. On our agenda 

is to develop a covenant for the leadership team as well as finalize job descriptions 

for all of the various leadership roles within the church. We will also be putting 

together a guide for handling conflict using the ‘Rule of Christ’ model along with a 

general code of Christian conduct for us as a church family. We have already 

developed a standardized request/reimbursement form for anyone making 

purchases for the church. (If you would foresee needing a form contact Samarra in 

the office.)  

     We are making great strides toward standardizing and formalizing our common 

practices as a church in hopes of clearing up confusion or uncertainty, so we can all 

focus on doing the mission and ministry of the church! If you have any questions 

or feedback for the leadership team, please do not hesitate to contact any of the 

members listed below. We are here to serve God and the church and we are here 

for you!  

 

Thank you for your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness! 

 

Chair - Gretchen Douglas            gretchen.douglas@cortland.edu   

Recording Secretary - Lisa O’Laughlin              doranL@tompkinscortland.edu 

Lay Leader - Mike Burleigh                         msquire17@gmail.com 

Trustee - Marv L’ Amoreaux               marv@eradecker.com 

Treasurer - Darlene Price                priced477@aol.com 

Staff/Pastor Relations Chair - Mary Hibbard      mhibbard@frontiernet.net 

Missions - Elaine Sinclair                     esqueenie@stny.rr.com 

Spiritual Life - Beth Burleigh          bburleigh16@gmail.com               

Music Director - Nancy Summers           nsummersweaver@gmail.com 

Lay Member to Annual Conference - Mary Michael  mmichael0101@yahoo.com 

Pastor - Corey Turnpenny        pastorcoreyt@gmail.com 

Admin Assistant/Bookkeeper – Samarra Mbenga    whitneypointumc@gmail.com 


